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Introduction

With three decades rich with activity, achievement and experience; three decades full of political
turmoil and challenges, AL-HAQ was the first human rights organisation to be established in Pales-
tine and in the Middle East. Deriving its name from justice and rights, the name of AL-HAQ (synony-
mous to right in English) comprises one word that is easy to pronounce and profound in meaning.
Enjoying an esteemed international, regional and local status, AL-HAQ has been renowned for its
professional activity and distinctive ability to defend victims and human rights in Palestine. It has
sought to promote the principle of the rule of law and had a deep faith that justice and peace are in-
terdependent: Peace will not be established without justice and rights. AL-HAQ believes and defends
individual and collective rights, including the right to self-determination. Adopting International Law
principles and norms as a point of departure and guide, AL-HAQ has been active throughout local,
regional and international arenas. Though it has encountered various challenges, AL-HAQ performs
its mission steadily and on the grounds of professionalism, transparency, participation, independ-
ence and principal defence of human rights and rule of law. That is AL-HAQ.

The clear vision stated by the AL-HAQ founding members has greatly safeguarded a stable progress
and sustainable action. It has helped AL-HAQ confront predicaments and changes as well as cope
with insurmountable questions. This vision has also enabled AL-HAQ to succeed in addressing an
internal crisis encountered at the end of 1997 when it established action rules based on profes-
sionalism, transparency and participation, not on individualism and personal interests. AL-HAQ's
name well pre-empts names of its staff members.

This long path of productive and creative action has never been void of severe risks and hardship.
AL-HAQ’s relentless work has been performed by hundreds of staff members under the supervi-
sion of members on successive Management Boards and the General Assembly. In this course of
activity, hundreds of local and international volunteers and friends have assisted and supported
AL-HAQ all along difficult junctures.

This publication adds a new dimension to other various activities designed to mark the 30th anniver-
sary of AL-HAQ's inauguration. We have encountered enormous difficulties in obtaining photographs
of staff members and activists. Photographs and documents presented in this publication are only a
glimpse of the AL-HAQ's 30-year-long journey, which is abundant with achievements, activities and
hardships. Having decided that names of these staff members and activists should not remain in the
abstract, we were determined to pay tribute to them.

Realising that this Handbook features but a fraction of all details, we apologise for any shortfalls
or omissions.

I will not miss this opportunity to extend my thanks and gratitude to all persons who have contrib-
uted to produce this publication, particularly to Mrs. Nina Atallah who has spent more than 20 years
working at AL-HAQ, and is still continuing a process of fruitful accomplishment.

Shawan Jabarin
General Manager
2009
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| feel that the value of time is different when I look back
to thirty years ago to the establishment of AL-HAQ — the
first human rights organisation in the Occupied Palestin-
ian Territory and throughout the Middle East. Then, not
many, but only a significant few people, had even heard
about human rights. The International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights and International Covenant on Eco-
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights had been in force for
only three years when AL-HAQ was inaugurated.

Over these 30 years, the region has witnessed profound
changes. The purpose, for which AL-HAQ was established,
has gained more and more relevance. Human rights vio-
lations have been institutionalised, widespread and fla-
grant, while impunity has become a pervasive culture.
Sadly,influential states have also implemented a policy
of double standards in dealing with impingements on hu-
man rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territory.

Under these conditions, AL-HAQ has managed to build an
exemplary model for defending the human rights of the
Palestinian people. It has identified and exposed human
rights violations, documented crimes and launched the first
databank of documents on human rights infringements.

| feel proud and honoured to have belonged to this or-
ganisation. According to reported testimonies, AL-HAQ
has achieved high standards of professionalism and trans-

parency, developed and implemented new and ongoing
activities and has engaged in a discourse of deep analysis.
AL-HAQ is now a reference to activists, academics, politi-
cians and interested groups in the areas of International
Law and Occupation.

Further corroborating my confidence and pride in AL-HAQ
is the fact that it has not used cases of human rights as
a subject of entertainment, compromise or bargain. On
the contrary, we are proud that AL-HAQ has played the
primary role in establishing and disseminating a culture of
human rights awareness, which has been deepened day
by day across the spectrum of our society

This picture would have not been complete without the
diligent and devoted efforts of AL-HAQ's staff members,
the sincere role of successive boards of trustees and gen-
eral assemblies and support of local and international
friends. For these, we extend our deepest gratitude and
highest appreciation.

Advocate Nidal Taha
Chairman of the Board of Directors



It gives me great pleasure to write a few words
by way of introduction to this photographic vol-
ume celebrating Al-Haq’s thirtieth anniversary. In
the course of these three decades what began as
a small voluntary organization has developed into
one of the most prestigious human rights organisa-
tions in the region.

Al Hag was established at a time when professional
human rights work was unknown in Palestine or an-
ywhere else in the Arab world. It was only because
the organisation began as a collective where all
the members learned and developed together and
because of the diligence and dedication of its staff
that the organisation could grow as it has and fos-
ter a human rights movement that now constitutes
a force to be reckoned with. For my generation of
founding members these pictures bring memories
of happy, hopeful and tense times when it was still
not clear whether the organisation would survive
and succeed in fulfilling those aims for which it was
established.

It has. For those who live in these much crueler
times without a memory of the past early years of
the organisation these pictures provide a window
into a past when resilience and hard work defeat-
ed defeat and pessimism. Except for qualities like
these the organisation would not have survived
through the different challenges it passed in the
course of its thirty-year long history to become
what it is today.

Raja Shehadeh
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Adv. Raja Shehadeh presented an appreciation Award for Mr. John Dughard in 1988 Al-Haq conference.




This picture shows the first building that Al-Haq resided
in from 1979 until 1980. At this time Al- Haq was called
Law in the Service of Man. This office consisted of two
rooms connected by a small corridor and was located in
the basement of a residential building owned by the Igal
family in Alanbiaa street in Ramallah city centre.
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The Beginning
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This picture is of the office that Al-Haq operated from
between 1980 and 1985. This building belonged to the
Episcopal Evangelical Arab Church (St Andrew's). It had
three rooms and was based on the main street of Ram-
allah. During this period Al- Haq increased its staff, ex-
panded its field work and legal research units and also
established its legal library.
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1982: Over the past four month there have been sever-
al reported cases of water and electricity services being
cut off to homes in the West Bank city of Jenin. These
sanctions are not being taken for reasons connected
with the provision of these two services, but rather are
being used by the Israeli appointed municipal council
of Jenin to punish political opponents.

Following opposition by West Bank municipal councils,
voted into office in the 1976 elections, to the imposi-
tion by the Israeli military authorities of a “Civilian Ad-
ministration” several of the councils and their mayors
were dismissed and replaced by Israeli appointees. On 6
July 1982, the mayor and local council of Jenin became
the fifth such to be dismissed. They were replaced by
a three-man committee headed by local businessman
Shihab Sanouri.

The committee took over all the powers and responsi-
bilities of the elected council, which include the provi-
sion of water and electricity. It is now becoming clear
that the committee is treating the duty to provide these
basic amenities as a favour to be granted or withheld
on an arbitrary basis.

The first case to come to the attention of LSM was that
of Wafa Fayek Mir’ea. On 6 October 1982, water and
electricity at his office was cut off by the committee. No
reason was given for the action, but the services were
not restored until 23 November 1982, after Wafa had
contacted his lawyer. On 9 October 1982, a café owner
was deprived of both water and electricity after he had
failed to provide coffee for workers employed by the
committee. Later in the same month the whole east-
ern quarter was left without electricity and water for
two and a half days. Some 3.000 people were effected.
This action was taken as a punishment after slogans
denouncing the committee were found on walls in the

area. Recently four families were left without water
and electricity for twenty days after their teenage sons
had quarreled with the sons of Shehab Sanouri, head
of the appointed council.

In total, LSM has details of sixteen cases of similar ac-
tion being taken by the committee. Reports of similar
incidents are still being received.

These are not the only examples of unlawful or arbitrary
action being taken by the Israeli appointed committee.
In November 1982, they ordered the destruction of the
Jenin bus station following the refusal of the bus com-
panies to pay vastly increased fees for the use of the
bus station. As a result, public transport in the city and
for surrounding areas has been severely disrupted.

The people of Jenin are without any method of rem-
edying the situation. Pursuant to Military Order 164
no legal action can be initiated against municipal au-
thorities without the prior written permission of the
military government. On 6 November 1982, Adli Khalil
Abdul Asreiri had the water at his house cut off after
being accused by the committee of tampering with the
water meter. He denied this, and when he attempted
to challenge the committee’s decision in the courts the
committee cut off his electricity. The court in turn re-
fused to hear his case as Adli did not have the permit
required by Military Order 164. The incident left 7 peo-
ple without water and electricity.

LSM is gravely concerned by the Israeli military authori-
ties apparent authorisation and sufferance of the prac-
tice of withholding of basic services on personal and po-
litical grounds by their appointed municipal committee.
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This affidavit is given by a farmer from Beit ljza village
in the district of Ramallah whose land adjoins an Israeli
settlement. He describes the attempts made by the set-
tlers to expand the settlement at the expense of his
land. The Legal processes initiated by the farmer to
retain his land are also outlined. The harassment that
followed his defiance both from the settlers and the
military authorities is recounted.

My land, which is situated on the eastern side of Beit
ljza, and on the western side of the Israeli Hadasha set-
tlement, is my basic source of livelihood. My family (my
wife, our ten children, my sister and myself) depend on
this land ( which is 112 dunams in area) for our exist-
ence. This source of livelihood is now being threatened
by the Hadasha settlement (which was established at
the end of 1979), whose inhabitants think they can ex-
pand their settlement on my family’s account. Expan-
sion has two effects on us. Firstly, in the case of expro-
priation by the military authorities, it keeps us from our
land, secondly, it prevents me from working normally
on my land. This is because | am harassed by all the
summonses | got to the military headquarters in Ramal-
lah. And | am harassed by the soldiers and settlers who
are trying to prevent me from working on my land.

After the establishment of the settlement at the end
of 1979. On land belonging to our village and to the
village of Biddo, the settlers put up a fence separating
their settlement from our village. As my land lies right
next to the settlement on the western side, | was the
victim of the settlers plans for the expansion of their
settlement. At the beginning of 1980,I noticed that the
fence was two dunams inside my land, so | went to Mil-
itary Governor in Ramallah to protest. | met the Mili-
tary Governor at that time, Shmoleck, and got a written
order from him allowing me to work on my land next to
the settlement ( | still have this written order). So | went
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ahead and worked on my land, but | was surprised one
day when my wife, my son Mahmoud and | were work-
ing on our land. Thirteen settlers came toward us and
ordered us off our land. When | refused one of them
(called Boz) threatened me with his gun. | still didn’t
give way and told him that this was my land. Finally the
head of the settlement, a woman called Raheel, told
them to leave us which they did. This incident alarmed
me, so | went to see two Israeli lawyers, Itmer Cohen
and Yousef Arnon, to consult them about what had
happened. The latter took up my case land advised me
to initiate an action against the settlers.

Several days later. | received a letter from the Military
Governor of Ramallah, in which he asked to buy four
dunams of my land which lay next to the settlement
and which he informed me was to be used for build-
ing a reservoir for the settlement. | took the letter and
went to see my lawyer Yousef Arnon. Who obtained an
order from the High Court delaying the confiscation of
my land until the Military Governor could prove that
the land is needed for public benefit. A few days later,
a group of land surveyors came and surveyed the land,
and the day after they brought bulldozers and pro-
ceeded to start building the road, part of which went
through my land. Again | went to my lawyers, who ad-
vised me to present a formal protest to the Objections
Committee. The Military Government was alleging that
a group of Jewish settlers had bought land in our area
in 1921. The map of the area, dating from the days
of the Turkish rule, showed that the limits of my land
were two dunams behind the fence put up by the set-
tlers. The argument of the Military Government now
changed. They alleged that the land they were trying to
expropriate (25 dunams of my land) had not been used
or planted, so that it was therefore Government prop-
erty. There were several further sessions of the Objec-
tions Committee regarding this matter. At the end of
1980, my lawyer, a legal adviser, and two other lawyers
came to see me and told me that it had been decided
that the piece of land in question (25 dunams of my

land) was not to be used either by me or by the settlers,
while the case was still under the scrutiny of the Objec-
tions Committee and until it was resolved. | accepted
and abided by the decision and went on working on the
rest of my land, which | planted with barley. Things were
quiet until June 1981. When | brought bulldozer to do
some work on my land. A group of border police arrived
and ordered me to stop work with the bulldozer. They
took me to the Military Governor in Ramallah. Where |
was questioned about working on my land. | was kept
at the Military Governor’s head-quarters overnight and
until my lawyer, whom my wife had contacted, arrived
and obtained my release at noon the following day. Im-
mediately afterwards | continued working on my land,
this time with my wife helping me. Again the border
police came and took me to the Military Governor in
Ramallah. | was left out in the cold until 11:00 p.m. |
asked them to take me inside, as it was very cold that
night, but instead they ordered me to go back to my vil-
lage, having confiscated my identity card. They told me
to report to them again the next day.

On the following day, | reported to the Military Gover-
nor. | was surprised when | was asked to bring a permit
from the Building and Organization Committee allow-
ing me to work on my land. | did not do as they asked
because one gets a permit from the Building and Or-
ganization Committee to build and not for working on
one’s land. The next day | went on working on my land
with the bulldozer. The border police and arrested me
for the third time. This time | was kept in prison for 24
hours until my lawyer came, after my wife had contact-
ed him and told him what had happened. Again | was
released and advised by my lawyer not to listen to the
border police unless the Military Governor or a person
called Eli was with them. The lawyer also told me that he
had taken a temporary order on my behalf stating | was
not to be harassed or arrested without formal charges.
| continued working until the Israeli called Eli came and
asked me why | was working on my land. | replied that |
was not working on the 25 dunams. Which was still the
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subject of a court case, but on the rest of my land. He
then asked me and my son Mohammad, who was help-
ing me, to accompany him to the military headquarters
in Ramallah. At this point | asked my son to take the
tools we had been using back to the house ( which was
150 meters away). As he did so, Eli started shooting at
him with his pistol. My son promptly came back and Eli
took us to the military headquarters, threatening me
on the way. We stayed at the headquarters until 4:30
p.m. when | was imprisoned, and my son was taken
halfway home and left to walk the rest. After being in-
terrogated by the police, | was told that | was going to
be kept in prison for 28 days. My wife once more got in
touch with my lawyer who tried to obtain my release,
but was unsuccessful. He asked for bail, and nine days
later | was released. Eli had raised a case against me
saying that | did not obey his order. A few days later |
got on order from Eli telling me that | had no right to be
living in my house ( which | had built four years previ-
ously ) as the land on which it stands is Jewish property.
| ignored the order as the land on which my house was
built is clearly mine. But Eli kept coming daily for about
ten days, harassing me and threatening to demolish my
house. Finally he brought me a written warning of the
demolition of my house. | immediately my lawyer, who
obtained an order preventing demolition.

The lawyer then discovered that my house did not en-
tirely comply with the building license, so he put in a
request to have the original building license amended.
The request is still pending.

Later on some soldiers came with the Director of Ab-
sentee Property, who told me verbally that 45 dunams
of my land, next to the 25 dunams in question, had not
been tilled or used since 1967 and were therefore gov-
ernment property. | was appalled at this, since | had
been tilling and planting this piece of land every year.
Eli then came and chased me off my land. | went to my
lawyer and told him what had happened, and that the
45 dunams had been surveyed by these people and an

aerial picture of it had been taken. The lawyer advised
me not to accept the picture of my land or sign it and
when Eli and some soldiers came to me for that rea-
son. | took the picture but refused to sign it. | gave the
picture to the lawyer and he then put in a request to
the High Court to allow me to work on my land, exclud-
ing the 25 dunams. The court gave me permission. Eli
came to me with a legal adviser told me that | could
work on the 45 dunams pending the final verdict of the
High Court. This was on 27 September 1981.

| started to plant my land with grape vines, but was
surprised when three soldiers and three others came.
One of them ordered me off my land, saying that it be-
longed to his father. When | refused to leave, he kicked
me and two others started beating my son Mahmoud,
who was helping me that day. | was trying to defend my
son when one of them started shooting in the air. We
were adamant and stayed on our land until one of the
settlers asked the six offenders to leave us, which they
finally did. My children later found two of the bullets.
After this incident | went to see my lawyer and during
my absence an Israeli came to my house claiming to
be the assistant of the Military Governor and took two
of my children to the Ramallah Military headquarters.
They were held there for a while, before being allowed
home. Meanwhile, on the advice of my lawyer, | had
obtained two medical reports, one stating that | had
suffered concussion, the other stating that my son’s
spinal cord had been injured. | took the reports to the
police who informed me that the settlers were bring-
ing a case against me for fighting them “But”, | said, “
they were seven and | was one, and they the ones who
came to me”.

On 2 November 1981, as my son was tilling the 45
dunams, an Israeli officer, by the name of Yousef, came
to him and hit him in the face. My son ran away, but
the officer chased him. At this point | came out of the
house, and the officer ordered me to go with him to the
military headquarters in Ramallah, which | did, | stayed
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there until twelve noon when the officer returned and,
after confiscating my identity card and telling me that
| must return the next at 8:00 a.m. sent me home. The
next day | reported as required, but had to wait until
noon before the officer appeared and gave me back my
identity card and apologized for not knowing that there
was already a case between me and the military Gov-
ernment regarding my land. | told him that were sev-
eral cases, but, of course, how is an officer like him to
know about such cases. He does not own land that the
settlers are trying to grab; land is not his main source of
livelihood as it is for me and my family.

We consider all that has happened to us as destined. |
am convinced that this land is my land and my father’s
land and my grandfather’s land. No matter what, | shall
continue to defend my rights to my land in spite of the
harassments I've faced. | shall await the verdicts of the
pending cases, hoping justice will prevail and that |
shall be able to continue working on my land without
harassment and live normal life again. This is what has
happened to me up until now, 5 January 1982.
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1983: Al-Haq started writing a weekly column in
Al-Fajer daily newspaper to raise public awareness
about human rights. This column included many le-
gal topics to highlight Israeli violations of Palestin-
ian human rights in the West Bank.

1984: Al-Haq prepared a micro film called, “Pales-
tine: the legal background”, this micro film was the
first comprehensive legal reference for the area
and it was stored in a centre for documentation in
the Netherlands. It contains a rare archive for all le-
gal documents regarding the Ottoman Empire, the
British Mandate, the Jordanian rule and the Israeli
military orders created for the West Bank and Gaza
since the occupation in 1967.
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1984: Al-Haq prepare and forward a formal con-
fidential report to the Israeli Medical Association
on the alleged involvement of medical personal in
interrogation procedures, providing details of the
matters complained of and extracts from affidavits
The Israeli Medical Association initially charge Al-
Hag with libel but then they informally apologise
to Al-Haq and agree to investigate into the involve-
ment of Israeli medical staff in the interrogations of
Palestinians in prisons/ detention centres.
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e 1985: Al-Haq highlights the need for a legal human Sl Beamll 338 38 pe Gl @alus @=lh 14A0 @
rights organisation in Gaza and works towards the es- g asailly coputilly Zaslll 3aclidl 65 5,801 7yl yuc
tablishment of The Gaza Centre for Legal Rights and
also assigns a member of its staff to undertake re-
search and train other staff in this centre to promote
human rights in Gaza.
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1986: Al-Haq explores the possibility of developing
courses in Human Rights and schedules the first uni-
versity course in human rights education to be run
in the Occupied Territories. Human Rights courses
are adopted in the curriculum of 2 Universities.

1987: AL-Haq succeeds in getting the Jerusalem
Post to be more objective and less biased in their
reporting on Palestinian related offences and an-
nounces that it will continue to monitor and re-
spond to the media with respect to this issue.

G5i> Js> AeanlS] cblas juolay Tug G=Il :)AAT
ool ally clasladl 3 Zaglantl malitl 3 Laslie oLyl
& wliSigdly alll aly 3 cudrw grasla ilSy (sl
oo el ! Adacdall cilaslad| Zagdls (3 (Sl
33éy aaall 3 cbludl el Jie

Lo llas 2 LA,‘L‘. |)_..._, Slasbly m=d (@adh VAV
Bae day Dy rdadacalal) Joo 35N 5ol gy @dd9 pumlh
a5 Sl e Lo (llad Ragmaal] 301 Ly cogasi Jilaos

Lgsllas (b e gl




36

; Lol e i

“The Carter="Menil HumanRuhts Founsation

ieninire thw v rantinnal rarimar s eadereliil of

FECOIZEs e cxcepional courage ang ieadershig of
s : it '

]

LTIV

cuals and growps who further the cause
“ 2

£ ; | -
| PR S Ay TOspR B T R
OF ALnan '_1|J_f_-.|..;"'.|.... THE WoTrliL

In recognition of the reciplents  profound commubment

0 human decencyy ana the protection: of liman rghis

T e daem Lo T T driiae e CT advie (DY
JRE CArtEr =W AN A gnds “F TESE
S
~
& presendeato
AL-HAQ_

Law in the Service of Man
o The West Bank Affiliate
of the International Commission of Tunsts-Geneva
on this
TForty _,Irt'r}‘t
Arniversary of The United Nations
Universal Declaration: of Human Rights

’Dmmliu: 9 1989 )
The Carter Centtr
Atlantm Georgia

_Tr:-nm_u Carter Tmnumgu{. e Aersil




clog Goll I NCH S Lale 30

37

30 Years Defending Human Rights

The Amervican Federvation of Ramallak, Palestine

PRESBENTS THIS

Distinguished Humanitarian Service Award

AL-HAQ |
LAW IN THE SERVICE OF MAN |

for thelir outstanding service In the fleld of

human rights and in appréciation for their Iong

the Palaestinian Peopls.

éntad this 4

1984: The nomination of LSM for the Robert F. Kennedy
Prize is supported by the Middle East Co-ordination
Group of Amnesty International USA and also by the
head of the Arab American University Graduates Asso-
ciation.

1986: Al-Haq receives the Fayez A. Sayegh Memorial
Award for “its sustained effort in developing and up-
holding the principles of the rule of law” and for “carry-
ing out vitally needed legal research and providing legal
services” to the Palestinian community in the Occupied
Territories.
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30 Years Defending Human Rights
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1986: One of Al-Haqg's directors, Raja Shehadeh, is
nominated to receive the first William J. Brennan Jr.
Human Rights Award.

1986: Al-Haq's directors, Raja Shehadeh and Jonathon
Kuttab are jointly honoured with one of seven of the
Second Rothko Chapel Awards for Commitment to
Truth and Freedom.

1986: Jonathon Kuttab was selected to receive the EIm-
er Berger Award because of his strong commitment to
human rights and in recognition of the legal services
he has provided, in particular with respect to his legal
analysis of land confiscation by the Israeli authorities
and of the denial of human rights in the West Bank.
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30 Years Defending Human Rights

1986: Al-Haq receives a Certificate of Merit from the
Human Rights Campaign for Palestine in the United
States of America to demonstrate their appreciation
for the legal services it provides to Palestinians in the
West Bank.

1990: The Carter-Menil Human Rights Foundation Prize
is awarded to Al-Haq and to B'Tselem for their work on
Human Rights.

The French Government awards a medal to Al-Haq for
its work
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30 Years Defending Human Rights
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When good people do nothing,
evil triurmphs;
when good people take a stand
everything becomes possible -
including freedom
We honor your readiness
to wse your gifts 1o further the cause
of human nghts.
and we commend your devotion
to extending the bowndanes of freedom
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2009: Al-Haq in recognition of its high level of com-
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Al-Haq library was established in 1984 as the first
specialised library for law and human rights in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory.

The library contains information on a wide range of
interrelated issues, which serve the mission of the
organisation with respect to its goal of disseminat-
ing information on principles and standards of hu-
man rights law and increasing legal awareness.

The library includes 8000 specialised sets of books
and periodicals in public international law, private
law, international humanitarian law, the Arab-Israeli
conflict and military orders, in addition to civil, po-
litical, economic, social and cultural rights, women
and children rights.

In 2002 there was a notable increase in violations of
the rights of Palestinian citizens from Israeli occu-
pation forces in the West Bank during the frequent
military invasions. On one occasion the Israeli oc-
cupation forces stormed Al-Haq, destroyed most of
the equipment and bombed the main door of the
library. The library catalogue classifications were
all mixed up in addition to shelves and books being
damaged.

The Al-Haq library is now computerised and has an
electronic page providing online access to the cata-
logue and thus enables the provision of free and fa-
cilitated services to users both within the organisa-
tion as well as to outsiders.
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Monitoring and Documentation

Monitoring and documenting human rights violations
is of central importance to Al-Haqg's work. The organi-
sation’s work in this area is one of its most unique fea-
tures, and has greatly contributed to Al-Haq’s reputa-
tion of credibility and accuracy of information that it
has earned over the years. Keeping a close ear to the
ground has enabled Al-Haq to remain relevant.

First-hand documentation gathered by Al-Haqg's field-
workers and categorised in the Al-Haq databank is used to
develop the organisation as a major information resource
for concerned individuals, human rights organisations,
and media. This system was established in 1986, and it
was the first of its kind in the whole region. Equally impor-
tant, it serves as the impetus and backbone of the organi-
sation’s interventions and other advocacy activities.

Al-Haq’s contacts both locally and internationally have
repeatedly stressed to Al-Haq the importance of devel-
oping more work in this area. Without Al-Haq’s first-
hand, professnonally compiled legal affidavits, it is im-
Irs le court cases, develop war crime files
ons, advocate to the public, or reach

ational bodies.
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Spring (1985): Al-Haq opens a free legal advice bu-
reau for the local population. At first it faced many
difficulties from the Israelis who claimed that Al-
Haqg did not have the legal authority/ position in
the Courts to deliver such a service. The key issues
this bureau engaged in included: assisting people
to obtain permission to leave the West Bank, as-
sisting family reunification, helping people to ac-
cess or obtain medical treatment and assisting the
registration of the university graduates society in
Ramallah.
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While most of Al-Haqg’s work is program rather than
project based, Al-Haq has a special project with Dia-
konia on IHL monitoring and education that began in
2004. The project is entirely consistent with Al-Haq’s
ongoing efforts to help foster a culture where not only
are fundamental rights understood, and the violation's
documented, but the importance of these rights as a
tool for advocacy and change is also brought to bear.
The project operates at primarily a grassroots level,
taking the issue of IHL out of academic theory and po-
litical rhetoric, and making it relevant to the lives of
Palestinians. IHL trainers have been trained utilising a
professional Arabic language IHL training manual, to
raise awareness of IHL in their respective communities.
Through various training and awareness building work-
shops, the project has developed Palestinian grassroots
and other civil society organisations’ understanding of
what humanitarian law is, and enabling recognition of
its violation. A Palestinian population better educated
in IHL will create a larger knowledge base, facilitating
the monitoring of violations and awareness raising
within the general public.
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An integral yet specialized part of Al-Haqg's general in-
ternational advocacy, is its work within the framework
of the United Nations. Al-Haq has consultative status
with the United Nations Economic and Social Council
enabling it to advocate before it. By means of oral and
written submissions in addition to providing legally rel-
evant information, Al-Haq seeks to raise awareness of
human rights violations against the Palestinian people
living in the occupied territory. It also urges the inter-
national community to take action to stop violations of
international humanitarian and human rights law from
continuing. Al-Haq is devoted to ensuring the full im-
plementation and respect for these bodies of law by all
duty bearers, including the international community,
as it is committed to see to it that justice is served, for
there is no peace without justice.

To meet this purpose, Al-Haq continuously addresses
the United Nations Human Rights Council and works
closely with its Special Procedures, including inter alia
the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967. Fur-
thermore, Al-Haq provides information to the United
Nations treaty bodies; for example the Human Rights
Committee and the Committee against Torture.

Recently, Al-Haq advocated at the level of the United
Nations General Assembly, and continues to engage in
this process.
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1988: Al-Haq organised and hosted a legal conference
that sought to clarify the provisions of international
law relating to a military occupation and to examine
the legal problems arising out of Israel’s occupation of
the West Bank and Gaza. This conference took place
in East Jerusalem, and was attended by distinguished
international lawyers and human rights experts as well
as renowned Palestinian lawyers and others actively
engaged in addressing Palestinian rights and repre-
sented the first concerted attempt by non-lsraelis to
examine Israel’s administration of the OPT in light of
international law. The conference sessions produced
much discussion and debate that have been impor-
tant contributions to the question of the international
legal norms applicable to the OPT. Later, in 1992 the
collection of essays resulting from the conference were
published in the book entitled “International Law and
the Administration of Occupied Territories,” edited by
Emma Playfair.
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1994: Al -Haq organised a conference entitled, “Women
Justice and Law" and hosted it in Jerusalem between
the 16th and the 19th of September. Over 400 people,
mostly women, attended the conference, including
many involved in women’s committees, human rights,
research, academia, teaching, and journalism as well as
home makers. The conference aimed to use the law to
find ways to develop plans and strategies that support
and strengthen the position of Palestinian women in the
community. Discussions concentrated on the political,
social and economical situation of Palestinian women
in the OPT and on exploring, by drawing on both local
and international models, ways of changing the law so

as to better support women legally.
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2002:To mark the occasion of Palestinian Democracy
Day and as part of the overall framework of Al-Haq's
interest in Palestinian legislation, in 2002 Al-Haq or-
ganised and held a national conference entitled 'The
First Palestinian Conference for Legislation'. This event
took place in Ramallah between the 7th and the 8th of
March. The key focus of the conference was on Pales-
tinian Legislation and it involved 13 speakers who pre-
sented on a variety of topics including:

A) Legislative Problems;

B) The Palestinian Legislation Strategy: between Real-
ity and Ambition;

C) The Integration of Human Rights Principles in Pal-
estinian Legislation: reality, horizons and future
potential;

D) Towards Creating Amendment Legislation to Up-
date the Law.

On the second day of the conference the participants
were divided into three working groups, to consider: 1)
Obstructions in the Legislation; 2) Strategy and Policy
Legislation; and 3) Principles of Human Rights. Each
group had to develop recommendations so as to im-
prove and enhance the Palestinian legislation process.
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2005: Al-Haq organised a seminar to consider the legal
implications under international humanitarian law of Is-
raeli practice in the OPT in light of and as a response to
the changes regarding the situation on the ground due
to developments in international law such as the estab-
lishment of the Palestinian National Authority. The semi-
nar set out to advance both legal theory and advocacy by
furthering international legal discourse and by develop-
ing strategies for NGOs by bringing together participants
from a wide variety of backgrounds so as to facilitate the
exchange of ideas between those working in academia
and those working in the field. In particular the seminar
sought to discuss the question of prolonged occupation,
the enforcement of international humanitarian law and
the question of accountability. It also provided an op-
portunity to explore ways of obtaining civil and criminal
responsibility and other practical means "by which Pal-
estinians can obtain justice".
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2009: Al-Haq in conjunction with Adalah, hosted a sym-
posium to discuss the report entitled “Occupation, Co-
lonialism, Apartheid? A Re-Assessment of Israel's Prac-
tices in the OPT under International Law” in Ramallah.
This study was conducted by a team of international
scholars and practitioners of public international law
from South Africa, the United Kingdom, Ireland, the
Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT) and Israel, assem-
bled by the Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC)
of South Africa. At the symposium, members of the
research team presented the findings and discussed
their implications with representatives of civil society,
political parties, government officials, and internation-
al organisations. The key findings conclude that Israel,
through its laws and practices in the OPT, has breached
the international legal prohibitions of both colonialism
and apartheid. This entails legal consequences not just
for Israel and the Palestinians, but also for the UN, in-
dividual States, and the international community as a
whole.
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CAMPAIGNS
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Since the establishment of Al-Haq thirty years
ago, it has launched three different campaigns
to reflect the key issues emerging from the
field, as identified by the Monitoring & Docu-
mentation Department, that point to serious
violations of the human rights of Palestinians

committed by the Occupying Power
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The Family Reunification Campaign:

In 1991 Al-Haq launched the family reunification campaign to raise awareness of this is-
sue, to put pressure on the Israeli authorities to stop this policy and clarify the criteria for
family reunification applications.
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The House Demolition Campaign:

N LS IN PP R P -

In 1992 Al-Haq launched the "Stop Destroying Palestinian Homes" campaign to try to stop this
type of violation, to highlight that this policy is in violation of international humanitarian law and

to gain compensation for the families whose homes have been demolished.
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The Collective Punishment Campaign

Al -Haq launched this campaign to stop collective punishment against Palestinians and to high-
light the following five elements of collective punishment namely, property destruction, house
demolition, mass arrest, freedom of movement and the Annexation Wall.
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Al-haq fieldworkers regularly meet foreign delega-
tions visiting the West Bank and Gaza and conduct
tours which allow the visitors from institutions such
as churches, trade unions, human rights organizations,
solidarity groups, diplomats, journalists, to see at first
hand the realities of life under occupation. Such tours
are usually proceeded by a presentation in the office
and are of critical importance in aiding visitors to un-
derstand the nature of Al-haqg’s work
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| came to Al-Haq in turbulent times, late 1984. When | left after five years, |, too, had
grown in remarkable ways. | took away two things that have been of lasting value, in ad-
dition to unbreakable friendships and indelible memories. One is a profound sense of the
innate justice of the human rights cause when exercised by a people who face daily op-
pression. The other is the importance of equipping oneself with a rigorous human rights
methodology that produces research results that will stand up against hostile scrutiny.
Both factors have infused and become indispensable to my subsequent professional life,
first at Human Rights Watch and then at the International Crisis Group.

In many ways, those five unforgettable years were also my principal formative years.

| gave some skills to my colleagues. They gave me these even greater gifts. | am eternally
thankful.

Joost Hiltermann
17 November 2009
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| still speak in” I” and” we” when referring to Al-Haq
as if I am still part of it... it does feel like it’s still part of
melll Once an Al-Haqger, always an Al-Haqger as the
saying goes...

Besides the fact that Al-Haq was like a big family for
me, | feel | owe it all my knowledge in the human rights
domain and the understanding of the rule of law; | was
privileged to be given the chance of various trainings
to become the paralegal | was; | was enriched by the
knowledge | gained and | still live on it and make use of
it everywhere | work and live! The 10 years spent at Al-
Haqg were like a continuous education process parallel
to being a “job”... | have very nice memories of those
years and am fond of my experience with such an or-
ganisation.

Jacqueline Shahinian
November 2009
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Thirty Years of Persistent Production

AL-HAQ observes its 30th anniversary of operation under a difficult situation and
in the midst of innumerable events. That is the situation of the Palestinian people,
who suffer from subjugation and strive hard for their rights. A most salient fea-
ture of such a reality is the unimaginable grave violations of human rights. Most
recently, these violations were embodied by the use of internationally prohibited
weapons. White phosphorus, which had been poured on children’s bodies through-
out densely populated alleys and houses of the Gaza Strip, was depicted in the
memory of both Palestine and the world.

It happened that | joined AL-HAQ in 1987. A few months later, the first Palestin-
ian Intifada erupted. With it, the Israeli occupying forces launched an overarch-
ing process of repression and murder around the clock throughout the Palestinian
territory. Meanwhile, AL-HAQ shouldered the heavy burden of tracking the Israeli
infringements. In these moments, | recall how AL-HAQ operated like a beehive day
and night. Everyone was in a state of alert. There were no weekly holidays. We
worked collectively in the field to document violations and report them timely to
all bodies concerned all over the world. | remember how all my colleagues and |
formed a mobile office during curfews and how we moved around to carry out our
duties. When the Al Aqgsa Mosque massacre was perpetrated in 1990, we worked
on the grounds of the Al Agsa Mosque day and night. This is just one example. Op-
eration and monitoring was also expedient in the Gaza Strip, so the decision was
made timely. AL-HAQ’s in-house and field operation has been a reference and au-
thority not only for institutions and the elites, but also for the public. Like any other
colonial power, whose first and foremost concern is not to publicise or track its
practices and actions, the Israeli occupying authorities realised the danger posed
by AL-HAQ in disseminating and exposing infringenents on human rights. We all
remember how most staff members, especially field workers, were put in prison
under administrative detention (arrest without charge or trial).

In the 30th anniversary, we are proud to recall AL-HAQ’s unrelenting work in de-
fending human rights, along with those activists who once constituted part of this
longstanding body. Sorrowfully and sadly, we also recollect memories of the late
Khamis Shalabi and Pauline Hanna, who left us early.

Ahmad Jaradat

November 2009
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A speech to mark the 30th anniversary of the founding
of Al- Haqg

For the past thirty years Al-Haq has been actively struggling to defend the
human rights of Palestinians. During these years Al-Haq has proved that hu-
man rights are not an issue to be compromised. Since its foundation it has
created a basis for human rights activities not only in Palestine but also in the
Arab region and in its legal work has developed comprehensive and proficient
mechanismes, tools, and visions.

Working under unique circumstances, in terms of the difficulties and complexi-
ties of operating in such an unstable environment, have made planning for Al-
Hagq a difficult process, but also characterises Al-Haq as an institution which is
capable of responding to this situation with creative vision and demonstrates
the high level of professionalism, credibility and objectivity that define Al-Hagq.

We hope that the work of Al-Haq in defending victims and the oppressed will
continue to go from strength to strength. We also wish and hope for a free
community and for a free nation.

Issam Younis
Al -Mezan Director
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My first step on the thousand mile road

In every stage of a persons professional life, the first
experiences are the ones that stay with him on his thou-
sand mile journey towards creativity and overcoming
the impossible. The experiences will support ambition
and development most of the times , but some times
they will defend him in failure and collapse in the face
of overwhelming challenges. As Al-Hag was my first
stage, there crystallised my Alphabets of human rights
work where | learned that .... human rights which are
essential to human existence are not given , but must
be taken, for simply calling out the word ‘Al-Haq’ in a
place and time where rights are not respected is like a
courageous stone in the stagnant water of injustice.....

| wish success and progress to Al Haq on their thirtieth
anniversary

Judge: Daoud Dir’awi

At Al-Haq | was met with the warmest hospitality by
the «Al-Haq family», which made me feel very much at
home. The internship was as challenging as | wanted
it to be. | had great liberty in deciding on the activities
that | could be of help with. The experience during my
time at Al Hag has given me valuable experience for the
rest of my working life as well as my personal life. | like
to keep in touch and help out whenever | can from the
Netherlands or wherever | will be in the future.

Elin Hilwig
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ARRRSRNISTORTES

My internship at Al-Haq was many things: educational, formative, eye-opening, rousing.

Through it | came to understand the value of objective field-based human rights work, the
realities of the interminable tensions between law and politics, and the moral dilemmas
of working on behalf of individuals and communities within systems that serve to main-
tain the repression of those very individuals and communities.

From inspiration and wisdom dispatched by colleagues in the office to images from field
trips burnt indelibly on the conscience, the internship was not only a work experience, but
a life experience.

More captivating than anything else about working and living in a place like Palestine, |
think, is the fact that once you see it, you can’t “unsee” it. And in that case, as Arundhati Roy
reminds us, “keeping quiet, saying nothing, becomes as political an act as speaking out ...
Either way, you’re accountable.”

John Reynolds 2006
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This past summer, | took some time off from my doctoral studies in Law to work as a legal
intern with Al-Haq. The experience was really unique in numerous ways. The Al-Haq staff
members were welcoming and they took the time to help the interns understand the plight
of the Palestinians and their legitimate struggle for self-determination. The interns were
integrated within the each specific department and we were made to feel like contribut-
ing members of the team. The assignments were challenging and allowed the interns to
contextualize the difficult lived realities of Palestinians. Something that is not readily ap-
parent or reported on.

Professionally, this experience has had a tremendous impact on my scholarship in that
| am moving closer to theorising about how the theory of law should reflect on practice,
especially in terms of international criminal law. Personally, | struck numerous friendships
that | will always cherish. Overall this experience was truly memorable.

Sujith
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‘Ali Sartawi: Al-Haq is an active civil society organisation in
the field of human rights for which it deserves all the respect
and appreciation for its effort. It has played a central role in
the Basic Law, utilisation of international conventions, and
monitoring of human rights violations by Israeli and Palestin-
ian perpetrators.

Dr. Ghassan Faramand / Director of the Institute of
Law at the University of Bir Zeit :

Al-Hag was the first institution in the occupied Palestin-
ian territory in the field of human rights. It was launched
through the initiative of a number of individual pioneers in
the field of law and human rights, led by Raja Shehadeh.
It began its work through local newspapers to protest and
challenge military orders.

Of the most important achievements of Al-Haq was its
first conference which produced important papers that
were published under the title “International Law and the
Administration of Occupied Territories”. History will also
record Al-Haq’s development of human capital in the area
of law and human rights. What distinguishes it from other
institutions are the regular changes in the General Director
and Board of Directors, renewing the blood of institution.
Al-Haq also played a very important role in drawing the at-
tention of the world to the violations of human rights in
the occupied Palestinian territory and attracting interna-
tional legal experts.

AL-HAQ in words
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Mousa Qous / Jerusalem: Al-Haq focused its work
and activity locally in the first intifada, and later ex-
panded its work to international forums, submitting
interventions on behalf of victims of Israeli violations
as a means of exerting pressure on the occupying au-
thorities.

Bilal Gheith / Beit lksa: | know that Al-Haq provides
quality services to the Palestinian people and follows
up violations of human rights in the Palestinian ter-
ritory, intervening in an attempt to help people, es-
pecially in the area of violations concerning the con-
fiscation of their lands and attacks by settlers. | have
met a number of field workers from Al-Haq in the
village of Beit Iksa, northwest of Jerusalem, to docu-
ment Israeli violations there.

Salma Daba’i / Nablus Fieldworker of B'Tselem

It is known that Al-Haq is one of the oldest institu-
tions in the field of human rights, documenting viola-
tions in Palestine. It has proven itself as one of the
most important and most prestigious organisations
through its years in field, and when one makes men-
tion of Palestinian institutions working in this area,
the first that comes to mind is Al-Hag.
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We Respectfully Tip Our Hats

We, as a Palestinian human rights movement, con-
sider Al-Haq’s thirtieth anniversary as a celebration
for us all, because it was the pioneer in creating the
Palestinian human rights movement. Prior to Al-Haq
there were foreign movements like the Quaker Serv-
ice Center which was established in the city of Jerusa-
lem shortly before Al-Haq, which later developed into
the Jerusalem Legal Aid and Human Rights Center.

We must acknowledge Al-Haqg’s leadership in paving
the road for us all, as it worked under difficult con-
ditions, even without an Arabic human rights refer-
ence or local experience and under the cruelty of oc-
cupation; it graduated the first human rights activists
paying with their freedom to carry the flag of human
rights for their people.

Al-Haq has many things to boast about, and from our
opinion the most important properties that it has is
the open relationship with other organizations, forg-
ing strong partnerships and alliances without trying
to dominate or impose an ego.

Thousands of greeting to Al-Haq, its management,
workers and volunteers. Together for justice in Pales-
tine and all oppressed people in the world .

‘Isam Al-‘Arouri
Jerusalem Legal Aid and Human Rights Center

AL-HAQ in words
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Maureen Khasho
Maureen Clare Murphy
Mays Warrad

Melissa Phillips
Melvina Khoury
Mervat Rishmawi

Michael Lotze
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30 Years Defending Human Rights
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Roberto Stefani









AL-HAQ

Tel: +972 (2) 2954646/7/9

Fax: +972 (2) 2954903

Email: hag@alhaq.org
www.alhaq.org

P.O.Box: 1413 Ramallah.Palestine
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