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House Demolitions: Israel’s Forcible Transfer of Palestinians from Jerusalem
About the Initiative
Seven Palestinian organizations (Community Action Centre (CAC)-Al-Quds University, the
Jerusalem Legal Aid and Human Rights Center (JLAC), the Society of St. Yves, Al-Haq, BADIL,
the Civic Coalition for Palestinian Rights in Jerusalem (CCPRJ), and al-Shabaka) collaborated with
Visualizing Palestine to create a series of visuals on the situation in occupied East Jerusalem. The
visuals aim at raising awareness of Israel’s apartheid policies in the city, its effects on the
Palestinian population, and the gross violations of international humanitarian and human rights law
as a result of such policies.
Introducing the Third Visual – “House Demolitions: A Tool of Displacement and Forcible
Transfer”
Under international law, East Jerusalem remains occupied territory. Therefore, Israel’s de jure
annexation of the city is illegal. Throughout its fifty-year occupation, Israel has enacted
discriminatory laws and policies aiming at maintaining an overwhelming Israeli-Jewish
demographic majority in Jerusalem. Through the fragmentation, dispossession, and isolation of its
Palestinian population, Israel uses a complex web of methods to reduce the number of
Palestinians in Jerusalem and force their removal from the city. The discriminatory zoning and
planning regime is one of the most prominent tools driving this policy.
Israel uses urban planning in order to prevent the growth and expansion of Palestinian
neighbourhoods in occupied East Jerusalem. As a result of Israel’s discriminatory housing and
planning policy, Palestinians are only allowed to build on 13% of the land in East Jerusalem, most
of which is already built-up and overcrowded.1 In comparison, 35% of the land was expropriated for
unlawful settlement construction and expansion.2 In occupied East Jerusalem alone, there are now
15 illegal settlements housing some 226,500 settlers.3
This discriminatory planning system has caused an acute housing shortage for Palestinians. Only
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4,706 building permits were issued for Palestinians in East Jerusalem between 1967 and 2014,4
despite a significant increase in the city’s Palestinian population from 70,900 at the beginning of
the occupation.5 Over the past few years, Israel’s Jerusalem municipality has only granted about
7% of building permits for Jerusalem’s Palestinian residents, who make up some 40% of the city’s
population.6 Palestinians who are essentially forced to build or renovate without a permit are at risk
of having their houses or structures demolished. In 2017, the United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) estimated that around 100,000 Palestinians were at
risk of displacement as a result of house demolitions in occupied East Jerusalem.7
Although 78% of building violations occurred in West Jerusalem, demolition orders
disproportionately targeted Palestinians in East Jerusalem, making up 84% of all violations in East
Jerusalem (between 2004 and 2008).8 Between 2004 and 15 February 2018, Israel demolished
807 Palestinian structures in East Jerusalem, displacing 2,880 people, including 1,510 children.9 In
addition to the great financial losses incurred as result of the demolition of their property,
Palestinians must pay heavy fines for building without permits, which highly benefit the
occupation.10
Another feature of Israel’s house demolition policy involves punitive demolitions carried out under
the pretext of deterrence. Since 1967, Israel has punitively demolished hundreds of Palestinian
homes in the Occupied Palestinian Territory. Israel has maintained the British Mandate’s
Emergency Regulation 119,11 allowing it to punitively demolish, seal, and confiscate the houses of
alleged Palestinian attackers’ families. Since November 2014, out of 61 homes punitively
demolished and sealed across the OPT, 16 homes were in occupied East Jerusalem, displacing 63
Palestinians therein.12 Israel’s discriminatory planning and zoning regime is designed to drive the
displacement and forcible transfer of Palestinians out of Jerusalem, which further advances Israel’s
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demographic goals in the city.
House demolitions, including punitive demolitions, violate a wide range of rights accorded to the
protected Palestinian population in occupied East Jerusalem under international law. Demolitions
violate Palestinians’ right to adequate housing,13 the right to choose one’s residence,14 the right to
non-interference with one’s family and home,15 and may even amount to a form of prohibited illtreatment.16 Under international humanitarian law, punitive house demolitions and sealing further
constitute unlawful collective punishment measures, prohibited under the Fourth Geneva
Convention.17 Moreover, extensive destruction of property not justified by military necessity and the
forcible transfer of Palestinians from occupied East Jerusalem amount to a grave breach of the
Fourth Geneva Convention,18 and are punishable as war crimes under the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court.19 As Israel’s demolitions of Palestinian property form part of a
widespread and systematic policy to transfer the protected Palestinian population, they may further
amount to a crime against humanity for which there is individual criminal responsibility. 20
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