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Madam President,

The Gaza Strip has been under illegal Israeli closure since 2007, amounting to unlawful
collective punishment of two million Palestinians, as recognized by the UN Secretary-
General. This June, Palestinians mark 13 years since the start of the illegal closure, while no
measures have been taken by the international community to put an end to this injustice.

As the world responds to COVID-19, Palestinians in Gaza are particularly susceptible to the
pandemic in one of the world’s most densely populated regions. Only 4 per cent of water is fit
for human use and consumption, and sanitation services are limited, while Gaza’s healthcare
system was on the verge of collapse even before the pandemic.

The UN has repeatedly warned that Gaza would become uninhabitable by 2020 should Israel
fail to lift the illegal closure. Today, half of Palestinians in Gaza live in poverty, 80 per cent
depend on some form of humanitarian aid, 68 per cent are food insecure, and 69 per cent of the
youth are unemployed.

Madam President,

In 2019, the UN Commission of Inquiry called on Israel, the occupying power, to “Lift the
blockade on Gaza with immediate effect.” Member States of the Human Rights Council
adopted this recommendation in accountability resolution 40/13; however, it remains
unimplemented over a year later, while the root causes of the Great Return March have yet to
be addressed.

We call on third States to live up to their responsibility to bring Israel’s illegal closure of Gaza
to an end and to uphold the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, including to self-
determination and return.

Thank you.
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