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Madam President,

The Israeli government seeks to annex large parts of the occupied West Bank starting July 1st.
This follows decades of de facto annexation and the exploitation of Palestinian natural
resources for the expansion of illegal Israeli settlements. Annexation was permanently
outlawed with the adoption of the UN Charter in 1945 and gives rise to responsibilities on all
States not to recognize the illegal situation, not to render aid or assistance in its maintenance,
and to cooperate to bring it to an end.

Yet, in Palestine, third States have continued to tacitly maintain annexation and colonisation,
including through corporate complicity, and failed to adopt effective coercive measures to
bring the illegal situation to an end. That further Israeli annexation is announced today, when
it was already illegal in 1948 and 1967, is a testament to third State failure to end Israeli
impunity.

Madam President,

Annexation should not be addressed in isolation from the wider context. Annexation of the
Jordan Valley would further entrench the Israeli apartheid regime over the Palestinian people
as a whole, within the meaning of the Rome Statute. As such, the only genuine response to
annexation needs to start by addressing the root causes prolonging Palestinian oppression:
dismantling Israeli apartheid.

We call on third States to finally impose sanctions on Israel to put an end to impunity. We urge
Member States to publicly support and cooperate with an ICC investigation into the Situation
in Palestine and to welcome the release of the UN database of businesses operating with illegal
settlements and commit to supporting its annual update as a first step towards ending corporate
complicity and ensuring justice and accountability.

Thank you.
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